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Residential buildings in hydro-geological risk areas

R3: HIGH RISK

dangers for the safety of persons, functional
damage to buildings and infrastructures and
significant damage to the environmental heritage

R4 VERY HIGH RISK

loss of life and serious injury to people, serious
damage to buildings, infrastructure and
environmental heritage, destruction of socio-
economic activities.
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Abstract. Strategies to address the decline and marginalization of rural areas are emerging as a central
issue of European and national policies. Yet, the conceptualization of decline and the recognition of forms
of decline specific to distinct rural areas, resulting in conditions of intra-rural divide, are fundamental
aspects for developing place-based and targeted strategies. The article thus focuses on the concept of intra-
rural divide. It introduces the categories of declining, adapting, stabilizing, and developing regions as spatial
clusters that present specific population trends and require specific place-based policies. These policies are
defined as adaptation, mitigation, and development strategies. The aim of the study is to develop a
procedure, based on a set of indicators of population trends and population structure, to investigate the
impact of active decline resulting from out-migration and legacy decline resulting from demographic
imbalances produced by past migration. The objective is to understand the intra-rural divide and identi
clusters of declining transition and prosperous rural areas. Six Italian regions were selected as study areas,
including Abruzzo, Basilicata, Calabria, Campania, Molise, and Puglia. The Municipalities are selected as
the unit of analysis.

The study's findings provide relevant information for defining targeted policies and balancing
adaptation, mitigation, and development strategies.

Keywords: Inland Areas, Geographically Weighted Regression, Spatial Analysis, Clustering, Open
Data.

1 Introduction

The decline and marginalization of rural internal areas are emerging as a central issue of European and
national policies.
Rural decline is defined as a population decrease over a period equal to or greater than a generation.
Since the 1970s, several National and European initiatives have developed strategies to adapt to, mitigate,
or invert the depopulation of rural areas (RAs).
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Coinvolgere attivamente le comunita locali nella mitigazione dei
rischi naturali e nelle sfide legate all'isolamento e allo spopolamento
attraverso laboratori di partecipazione
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